
NH SPCA rescues neglected dog living in squalor: 'This one really hit me' 
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STRATHAM — The New Hampshire SPCA assisted the Barrington Police Department in the 

removal of a severely neglected dog from a home Wednesday, which, they said, was living in 

squalor. 

The dog is now in the care and custody of the New Hampshire SPCA in Stratham and is 

expected to make a full recovery. 

“Responding to calls about cruelty or neglect is what I’m used to,” said Tona McCarthy, an 

investigator for the NHSPCA. “This was a particularly severe case involving just a truly sweet 

older dog. It’s always difficult, but this one really hit me.” 

The NHSPCA was called by a concerned community member reporting what appeared to be an 

extremely skinny dog. Upon follow-up, they discovered Striker, a 10-year-old mixed breed, was 

living in squalid conditions with dog waste all over the floors. They said the dog’s ribs were 

easily visible through his skin, hips protruding, and his eye sunken. 

 

The dog’s owner voluntarily surrendered Striker, they said, realizing the dog could be living a 

better life. 

Upon arrival at the NH SPCA, Striker was able to eat and drink and officials said he seemed 

genuinely grateful for the care he was receiving. The veterinary exam showed a body scale score 

of 1 on a scale of 1-8. He was emaciated and dehydrated. 

Veterinarians said Striker is suffering from an apparent injury or infection in his ears, and what 

appears to be an untreated abscess in his mouth. Striker, they said, has needed veterinary care for 

some time but has received none. 

“Striker will have a fairly long road to recovery,” said Lisa Dennison, executive director of the 

New Hampshire SPCA. “We will be feeding him four times a day, providing medical treatment 

and helping to ensure that he carefully regains the weight that he needs. He is a very lucky dog to 

have been rescued before it was too late." 
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